
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 
a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 
systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 
fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 
celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  September 12, 2010   
Title:  The assault against the woman’s seed 
Text:  Genesis 6:1-8 
Theme: The promise of Genesis 3:15 is under assault by the serpent’s seed.  God 

overthrows the enemy and preserves the seed. 
 
Introduction:  
The Genesis flood can be a point of contention as to whether or not it is to be understood 
literally, figuratively, mythological or as literature.  Listen to a perspective on the narrative 
that is less than literal. 
 
“This is apparently a fragment of an old legend that had borrowed much from ancient 
mythology. The sacred author incorporates it here, not only in order to account for the 
prehistoric giants of Palestine, whom the Israelites called the Nephilim, but also to introduce 
the story of the flood with a moral orientation--the constantly increasing wickedness of 
mankind.” 
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/genesis/genesis6.htm - United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

 
Although all of this is crucial, there is a primary point in the preservation of this story for us.  
The flood narrative is a frame in which the Story unfolds.  The real Story is the promise of 
Genesis 3:15 is under assault by the serpent’s seed.  God overthrows the enemy and preserves 
the seed. 
 
The Genesis flood speaks to God’s faithfulness to fulfill His promise in providing a seed that 
will crush the serpent’s head.  Herein is the meaning of this text.  
 
The placement of this story within The Story is timely and significant.  It is compelling.  In fact, 
it is overwhelming.  There is an expansiveness to it that arrests breathing and captures the 
mind; the complete blight of humanity (v. 5), God’s “regret” and willingness to destroy all 
living things (vv. 6, 7), the gracious destruction of all living things (vv. 13, 17), the gracious 
preservation of a single seed (7:1), the global nature of the water’s destruction (7:22) and the 
gracious continuation of a promised seed (9:1).  Depending on how one reads this story will 
depend on their understanding of the Story.   
 
The Scripture references Noah and the flood as an actual and historical event.   
 

• “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man” (Matt. 
24:37). 

• “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man” 
(Luke 17:26). 

• “if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, 
but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others” (2 Pet. 2:5). 

• “even if these three men--Noah, Daniel and Job--were in it, they could save only 
themselves by their righteousness, declares the Sovereign LORD” (Ezek. 14:14). 
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The apostle Peter confirms the Story’s veracity in 1 Peter 3. 
 

18 “For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might 
bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 19 in 
which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, 20 who once 
were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during 
the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely 
through the water” (1 Pet. 3:18-20). 

 
Likewise the author of Hebrews confirms Peter’s conclusion. 
 

“By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared 
an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and 
became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith” (Heb. 11:7). 

 
From the Scripture it is impossible to doubt its inclusion within Holy Writ.  The fact it 
happened is a non-negotiable.  We assume the historicity of the event and look now to its 
significance. 
 
The Storyline: 
Genesis 1 speaks of God’s creative activity over a six day period.  Genesis 2 zeros in on His 
relationship with Adam and Eve.  Genesis 3 speaks of the breaking of this relationship by their 
rebellion against Him.  Genesis 3 also contains the promise of the woman’s seed which would 
crush the serpent’s head and his seed would bruise His heel.  This promise and its 
accompanying picture (Gen. 3:21) form the primary parts to the Story told.  Although this idea 
appears repetitive from this pulpit, I believe it is one of the keys if not The Key for 
understanding the Biblical Story.  Genesis 4 speaks of Eve’s hope in the birth of her child and 
the resultant murder of Abel and the promise renewed in Seth.  Genesis 5 provides a 
chronology bringing us to Noah.  All chronologies trace the journey of God’s seed.  Genesis 6 
shows the attack of the seed by Satan’s scheming and the utter corruption of His creatures to 
crush His promise and picture. 
 
Genesis 6 is not so much about the flood as it is of the precarious journey of God’s promise.  
Any study of Genesis 6-9 that precludes the seed’s journey is misguided. 
  
The Problem: 
We get lost in the polemic and we lose our apologetic.  Questions concerning the scope of the 
flood and whether or not the ark rests on Mt. Ararat in Turkey are of interest but they cannot 
allow us to lose sight of what is primary.  When the frame becomes primary and the Story 
becomes secondary then we have lost sight of God’s intent.  We are to see the woman’s seed 
for the salvation of His people and creation from their rebellion and fall into sin. 
 



 

 

3 

Questions: 
1. How does Genesis 6 flow with the first five chapters of Genesis? 
2. What part does Genesis 3:15 play in our understanding of Genesis 6? 
3. Who are the sons of God? 
4. Who are the daughters of men and why is the alliance between the two wrong? 
5. Who are the Nephilim? 
6. How does God address this alliance? 
7. How is humanity described in verse 5? 
8. Why is this description important to the story? 
9. What does this entire narrative have to say concerning the human condition? 
10. If God can truly repent of His action, then what does this say about God? 
11. If God cannot truly repent of His action, then how are we to understand verse 6? 
12. If God’s response to the human condition is complete annihilation, then what must this 

say concerning the human condition? 
13. What is verse 8 in relation to verses 5-7? 
14. How is the word grace used in verse 8? 
15. Compare Noah to his contemporaries, why Noah and why only Noah? 

 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know the faithfulness of God in fulfilling His 

promise to provide a seed from the woman who will crush the serpent’s head. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to trust God and war against the 

serpent’s assault. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of resting in the strong arm of God to 

keep all that He has promised. 
 
Outline: 
 
A pact is made between “the sons of God and the daughters of men” (vv. 1-3).  It is an unholy 
alliance.  From this alliance come progeny, offspring, the “Nephilim” (v. 4).  The flood will 
destroy the seed from this devilish union.  The picture is painted of a penitent Creator whose 
remorse is captured in anthropomorphic language (vv. 5-7).  Despite significant downfall and 
catastrophic calamity, promise is not lost in the presence of one man, Noah (v. 8).  Herein lays 
the drama for our story. 
 
There are four elements introduced in our narrative.  Of the four three are problematic.  It 
would be wrong for us to try and understand with certainty what each of these are, yet in the 
absence of certainty in these three areas, the larger truth is still knowable even if the smaller 
details are not.  Let us consider our first paragraph by noting these four points. 
 

I. The Pact (vv. 1-3) 
 
An unholy alliance was formed between the godly seed of the woman and that of the serpent.  
Such an alliance produced an ungodly offspring.  There are three views as to who these 
individuals are and what the outcome of their relationship was. 
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A. “Sons of God” refers to fallen angels who lived on earth and married human 

women. The Nephilim are giants of extra-human strength who were the offspring 
of these marriages.  

 
B. “Sons of God” refers to descendents of Seth, who were godly men who sinned by 

marrying descendents of Cain, who would have been pagans. The Nephilim were 
simply “heroes”, not giants, and may or may not have been the offspring of the 
mixed marriages.  

 
C. “Sons of God” is better translated as “kings” or “sons of nobles” and “Nephilim” is 

best translated as “princes” or “great men.” That is, the “sons of God” were 
royalty or aristocrats who were generally immoral and married common women, 
possibly against their will or despite their already being married.  

 
I’m not sure we can know with certainty as to what the exact details are of this event.  But I do 
believe without straining at gnats we can and should swallow the proverbial camel.  
Something has gone grossly wrong, and the outcome of this debacle will be the complete 
demise of the human race as it then existed. 
 

II. The Progeny (v. 4) 
 
The term “Nephilim” occurs just twice in the Hebrew Bible, both in the Torah. The first is 
Genesis 6:1-4, immediately before the Noah's ark story.  The second is Numbers 13:32-33, 
where the Hebrew spies report that they have seen fearsome giants in Canaan. 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nephilim) 

 
“Nephilim” (ְנִפיִלים) probably derives from the Hebrew root npl (ָנַפל), “to fall” which also 
includes "to cause to fall" and "to kill, to ruin". The Brown-Driver-Briggs Lexicon gives the 
meaning as "giants" (Brown Driver Briggs Hebrew Lexicon p.656; Strongs H5307 ) Robert Baker 
Girdlestone (Girdlestone R. Old Testament Synonyms p54 ) argued the word comes from the 
Hiphil causative stem. Adam Clarke took it as passive, "fallen", "apostates". Ronald Hendel 
states that it is a passive form "ones who have fallen", equivalent grammatically to paqid "one 
who is appointed" (i.e. overseer), asir, "one who is bound", (i.e. prisoner) etc.  
(Hendel R. ed. Auffarth Christoph; Loren T. Stuckenbruck The fall of the angels Brill (22 Feb 2004) ISBN 978-
9004126688 p.21, 34 / Marks, Herbert "Biblical Naming and Poetic Etymology" Journal of Biblical Literature, Vol. 
114, No. 1 (Spring, 1995), pp. 21-42.) 

 
It isn’t for us to understand all that is implied by the idea of the Nephilim.  It is enough to 
know that such an outcome lies outside of God’s promise.  Who or what this is lies outside the 
need to know.  I have read many excellent articles concerning this idea; this much I know, the 
actions of those noted in Genesis 6:1ff is severe enough to warrant God’s response.   
 
Although the Nephilim are not the sole problem, their existence does accentuate the problem.  
What is the problem?  It isn’t simply the depravity of mankind, but the assault against the 
woman’s seed. 



 

 

5 

 
III. The Problem (v. 5) 

 
The notable problem found in verse 5 is the pervasive and utter corruption of all humanity.  
The depth of their wickedness is severe enough to warrant their complete annihilation. 
 
“All the imaginations of their thoughts were evil - the very first embryo of every idea, the 
figment of every thought, the very materials out of which perception, conception, and ideas 
were formed, were all evil; the fountain which produced them, with every thought, purpose, 
wish, desire, and motive, was incurably poisoned.” (Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the whole Bible 

on Genesis 6:5) 

 
Many conservative estimates place the world’s population from 100’s of millions to several 
billion.  The number of people on the earth at this time is conditioned by longevity and time 
passing from creation to the flood event.  As noted the sheer magnitude and volume of this 
narrative is staggering to one’s imagination and sense. 
 

IV. The Penitent (vv. 6-7) 
 
The intent of the author is to show how awful this action was in contrast to the promise and 
purpose of God.  Yet let us entertain this idea for just a moment.  We need to first understand 
that the Bible was not written for God; it's written for men, and therefore it's written from the 
perspective of men's understanding. 
 
 A. God’s passion (v. 6) 
 
There are two thoughts we cannot permit.  The first is God’s surprise, and the second is God’s 
ignorance.  Man’s actions and the outcome of his choices did not catch God off guard or 
surprise Him by the depth of their fall.  There is a better way for us to understand this 
narrative. 
 
5, 6. God saw it . . . repented . . . grieved--God cannot change ( Malachi 3:6 , 1:17 ); but, by 
language suited to our nature and experience, He is described as about to alter His visible 
procedure towards mankind--from being merciful and long-suffering, He was about to show 
Himself a God of judgment; and, as that impious race had filled up the measure of their 
iniquities, He was about to introduce a terrible display of His justice ( Ecclesiastes 8:11 ). 
(Jamison, Fausset and Brown on Genesis 6:5, 6) 
 
How, then, is Genesis 6:6 to be explained? There are several figures of speech in the Bible that 
accommodate the human level of understanding.  
 

1. One is anthropomorphism (man form), where physical features are ascribed 
to God, e.g., the eyes of the Lord (1 Pet. 3:12), Jehovah’s arm (Jn. 12:38), etc. 
These depict God’s watchfulness and his power. 
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2. There is another figure called anthropopathism (man feeling), whereby 
human emotions are sometimes attributed to God. To say, therefore, that God 
“repented,” or that he was “grieved,” is simply a symbolic way of asserting 
that man’s conduct did not meet the divine standard. This language vividly 
portrays, from a human perspective, God’s displeasure at our rebellion. 
(“Genesis 6:6 – Did God Repent?” Wayne Jackson, 
http://www.christiancourier.com/articles/627-genesis-6-6-did-god-repent) 

 

 B. God’s power (v. 7) 
 
The LORD said, "I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man 
to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them." 
 
God’s promise of Genesis 3:15 is not an exclusive tribal offer, but one that is inclusive and 
global.  Just as the promise, so also the purge.  God’s purposing does not neglect any and 
includes all.  Nothing and no one fall outside of God’s Story.  This flood will be universal in its 
scope both in coverage and in devastation. 
 
 “6:7 I will destroy man - The original word is very significant. I will wipe off man from off the 
earth; as dirt is wiped off from a place which should be clean, and thrown to the dunghill. Or, I 
will blot out man from the earth, as those lines are blotted out of a book which displease the 
author, or as the name of a citizen is blotted out of the rolls of the freemen when he is 
disfranchised.” (John Wesley’s Notes on Genesis 6:7)  

 
“None are punished by the justice of God, but those who hate to be reformed by the grace of 
God.”  (Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary on Genesis 6:7) 

 
V. The Promise (v. 8) 

 
This is the first mention of one of the most beautiful words in the Bible—grace, though we 
have seen many examples of God’s grace thus far.  Noah found grace when the entire world 
found wrath.  How different do you believe Noah to be from his culture?  What made him 
notably different? 
 
“It is easy to be religious when religion is in fashion; but it shows strong faith and 
resolution, to swim against the stream, and to appear for God when no one else appears for 
him; Noah did so.” ([emphasis added] Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary on Genesis 6:8) 
 
“And Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. - Noah and his family are the only exceptions 
to this sweeping destruction.” (Albert Barnes on Genesis 6:8) 
 
“But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. This man and his family were the only 
exception to the general apostasy; God always reserves some, in the worst of times, for 
himself; there is a remnant, according to the election of grace; it was but a small one, and that 
now appeared; and this was owing to the grace of God, and his choice upon that, and not to 
the merits of the creature.” (John Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible on Genesis 6:8) 
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“What an awful state of things when only one man or one family of piety and virtue was now 
existing among the professed sons of God!” (Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary on Genesis 

6:8). 

 
Noah found grace for Noah needed grace.  If Noah was capable of securing the blessing of 
God by merit or work, then grace would not have been necessary.  If grace is initiated by God, 
then why were only Noah and his family its recipients?  This is a great mystery. 
 
God’s grace always stands in stark contrast to man’s debacle.  Herein lays the great Story.  It is 
not one of intense judgment but rather one of intense grace.  The question we must always ask 
is not why God does not save everyone, but rather why God has saved anyone.  God is just to 
destroy all, but in grace He chooses to work His promise through Noah and his offspring.  
Because it is grace we must demand and require God’s initiative in Noah’s favorable standing 
and state.  What are we to walk away with from this opening paragraph? 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
It is possible to overreach when making application from a text.  We are limited as to what we 
can say by the text itself.  In light of this, let me offer you three thoughts: 
 
1. God has graced you.   

• Are you responding correctly to this gracious gift and provision? 
2. Regardless whether or not the entire world around you appears to be going completely 

anti-God, you must stand in the gap for your family.  You as an individual can make a 
significant difference if God chooses to work in you and through you to those around 
you.   

• Will you continually yield yourself to Him and believe the fulfillment of His Story of 
Promise? 

3. It is not always possible to know what God is about, but it is possible to trust Him.   

• Will you trust Him? 
 


